President Donald J. Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

United States of America

July, 31 2025
Dear President Trump,

We are writing to you as children longing for their mother. We are Raissa, Rémy, and Rist, and our mother is
Victoire Ingabire Umuhoza, a woman who has dedicated her life to promoting peace, justice, and freedom of
speech in Rwanda. As of June 2025, she has been imprisoned in Rwanda again as part of an ongoing campaign
to silence her. Since her arrest on the 19% of June, we have not spoken to her again.

Our mother left the Netherlands in 2010 to return to Rwanda and continue her struggle for democracy and
freedom, but we were so young at the time that we could not comprehend what awaited her. Upon her arrival,
she was considered a threat, and the authorities soon arrested her. She spent eight long years in prison, much
of that time in solitary confinement. We were too young to fight for her, and we were too scared to ask why they
were taking her away. When she was released in 2018 through a presidential pardon, she still wasn’t free. She
was forbidden from leaving Rwanda without permission, which was never granted. Our mother did not get to
attend our weddings or experience her grandchildren as babies. One of those grandchildren is 10 years old
Nehea, who lives in Bernville, Pennsylvania, with her mother. Nehea is an American citizen and often asks, "Why
can't Grandma ever visit me?" After so long, it is hard to leave that question unanswered.

Mr. President, this letter is not about politics. It's about children who want to see their mother. It's about a
grandmother and her American grandchild who have never been permitted to hug each other. It's about the pain
of family separation. As a father and grandfather, you would deeply understand this pain. This is why we are
asking for your help: to secure our mother’s release on humanitarian grounds, so our family can be whole again.

We remember how the previous administration secured the release of Paul Rusesabagina, the hero whose story
was told in the film Hotel Rwanda. His release brought hope to many. We believe that God has placed you in a
position to do something just as daring, or even more!

As you prepare to welcome President Kagame for the DRC—Rwanda peace ceremony, we humbly ask you: Please
raise our mother’s case with him. Ask for her release — not as a political gesture, but as a humanitarian one. A
mother should not be punished for advocating peace. Children should not be denied their mother's comfort and
presence, nor should grandchildren be prevented from enjoying their grandmother's love.

Thank you for your compassion, your belief in family, and, most of all, your exceptional efforts to bring peace to
the African Great Lakes region.

With hope and respect,

Raissa Ujeneza Rémy Amahirwa Rist Muyizere

Copy to: Massad Boulos, US Senior Advisor for Africa, boulosm@state.gov




Corina R. Sanders, Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau of African Affairs, sandersc@state.gov




